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This story does not begin on a boat. 

We begin our story in a suburb of Melbourne, Australia, in a market swarming with fat 

pigs and thin people. The fat pigs are hanging from hooks, waiting to be hacked into 

segments, and the thin people are waiting to buy these segments wrapped in newspaper 

over a glass counter. When they haggle over the price of trotters, there is much hand-

gesticulating and furrowing of brow because the parties do not spick da Ingish velly good. 

‘Like a chicken trying to talk to a duck,’ my mother calls these conversations. But she is 

not here today to quack over quality pigs’ paws because she is lying in a white hospital 

room waiting for me to arrive. 
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